
  
August 2007 

U N I V E R S A L I S T N A T I O N A L  M E M O R I A L C H U R C H 

S UNDAY SERVICES 

Summer worship schedule continues  through 
Labor Day, with services starting at 10:30 a.m. 
each Sunday. 

Au gu st 5: Finding Their Way Home: Why 
Growth of Unita r ian Universa lism Mat ters  
Chuck Wooldridge represents the Joseph Priestly 
District on the UUA Board, is a former member of 
the UUA Baltimore-Washington Growth Commit-
tee, and currently serves on the Ministry and De-
nominational Affairs Committee at All Souls. He 
shares his thoughts and reflections on congrega-
tional growth and vitality in the context of the 
current examination of what the mission of Uni-
tarian Universalism in the world today should be.  
He invites all to participate in a discussion after 
the service with Evelyn Spurgin, Co-Chair of the 
BW Growth Committee, and Donna Simonton, 
UNMC BW Growth Committee and BW Vital 
Congregations Committee representative. 

August 12:  Rev. Henley preaching Let It Be a 
Dance. Using a hymn from Singing the Living 
Tradition she encourages us to see our lives as 
poetry and song, living intentionally, and enjoy-
ing our relationships. 

August 19:  The Grace of th is World  We live in a 
rich and amazing creation, yet for some reason it 
is all too easy for us human beings to fall into the 
deadly habit of not noticing its abundant and 
profligate grace.  But that, of course, is not the 
fu ll spir itua l story of our world for life of th is 
planet can also be filled with capriciousness, loss 
and danger.  Let s devote a Sunday to th inking 
about all of this a little more deeply than our 
busy lives usually allow.   Rev. Scott Alexander, 
Senior Pastor of UU River Road, preaching.   

       

     
   It is strange how our minds bring snapshots of 
memories to our consciousness.  

   I can be driving, or walking, and all of a sudden 
there is a vision of my brother and me playing tag 
in Grandpa J im s cornfield. Laughing, running, 
and occasionally a little foot would whack into 
those corn plant roots and cause abrupt, searing 
pain between our toes! It is all there, the joy, the 
fun, the pain, and the beauty of being a little girl, 
playing in the country garden.  

   This phenomenon of intrusive memories is com-
mon to all human beings, and occurs throughout 
our lives. 

   The other day, a memory of Aunt Gene came to 
me while I was vacuuming. Aunt Gene was a 
count ry woman, and a fa rmer s wife. In addit ion 
to farming, her husband, my Uncle Chuck, also 
worked as a welder at the Burton Shipyards, in 
Orange, Texas. Aunt Gene not only took care of 
the children and the house, she also helped Uncle 
Chuck tend to the farm animals and the huge 
garden they planted every spring. And some-
where in there, she did a lot of volunteer work at 
the Old First Orange Baptist Church.      

When you a re young, you don t rea lly pay a t ten-
tion to relationships, especially those with your 
extended family, and I never really felt great 
warmth from Aunt Gene. Of course I knew that 
when I stayed with my aunt and uncle, she would 
take care of me and show me a ll kinds of count ry 

   Always keep in mind, that as we live our own 
lives, we a re touching others lives and making 
memories.  Making memories for ourselves and 
for others. 

   Memories that can intrude on a perfectly good 
chore of vacuuming, or cleaning, or sorting out 
your closet beautiful, wonderful memories!    

I hope you re having a grea t summer, and crea t -
ing many wonderful memories for yourself and 
those around you.    

I ll see you in church when I get back from my 
trip. 

 Pastor Lillie 

 

UNMC SLATED TO SAVE POSTAGE 

AND PAPER 

ANCHOR WILL BE SENT  

ELECTRONICALLY, BUT NOT IF YOU 

DON T WANT IT THAT WAY  

Beginning with the September Anchor, we are 
going to send the newsletter by email.  Those 
members and friends who have provided the 
church with an email address will automatically 
receive the Anchor electronically.  If we do not 
have an email address, it will be delivered via  
US  Mail as usual.  If we have an email address 
for you, but you want to continue to receive a 
hard copy, call the office at 202-387-3411 or 
email at office@universalist.org.   And, if we do 
not have your email address and you want the 
Anchor electronically, let the office know. 



  
things! I knew she was good, very good; because 
there wasn t anything she wouldn t do for family, 
friends, or a person in need. I knew she went to 
church every Sunday, and taught Sunday school 
every week.  

   After I became an adult, I made a real effort to 
take my mother to see Aunt Gene as often as I 
could. It was always great to be in the company of 
these two wonderfu l women, and I can t even tell 
you why I felt like that, but I did.  

   The memory that came to me so powerfully was 
of a visit that occurred in my early forties, so 
Aunt Gene was in her mid-seventies then. She 
and Uncle Chuck came to Nederland to visit my 
mother. It must have been a weekend, because I 
was a t home visit ing. Aunt Gene sa id, I brought 
you a gift Lillie.  Now I don t remember 
Aunt Gene ever giving me a gift, except maybe 
when we were toddlers having Christmas at 
Grandma s house. So, I was surpr ised.  

   She reached into that great, big, old black hand-
bag she always carried with her, except I imagine 
over the years she replaced it many times, and 
pulled out a small mirror. The kind a woman 
would carry around with her in her purse.     

I thought of you when I saw th is, and I had to 
get it .  

   She handed me the mirror and on it was writ-
ten , I love you , not on ly for who you are, bu t for 
who I am when I am with you .  

for who I am when I am with you .  

   We can never know how our lives touch others. 
My life was as differen t from Aunt Gene s life as 
night and day. I loved her, because she was my 
Aunt, and it was interesting to be around her. 
But I never knew what I meant to her.  

   Never knew, until then. 

    

LELAND PLACE VOLUNTEERS  

Next Leland Dinner Scheduled Saturday Aug. 18  

     Chicken Monterrey a California cuisine fa-
vorite featuring crushed tomatoes, orange juice, 
onions, carrots, squash and red peppers was the 
centerpiece of a delicious dinner served to the 
men of Leland Place on Saturday July 21.  Des-
sert was homemade apple crisp (still warm from 
the oven) and vanilla ice cream. 
     Thanks to volunteers, Bob and Sally Segal, 
Dawn Lewandowski, Marti Martinson, Pastor 
Lillie and Dave Skidmore. 
     Our next dinner is scheduled for Saturday 
Aug. 18. Please sign up in advance by calling or e-
mailing the church office at 202-387-3411 or    
office@universalist.org. 
     We meet in the church kitchen at 3 p.m. and 
serve the meal at Leland, a halfway house on 
North Capitol Street for men recovering from ad-
diction, about 5 p.m. Volunteers usually divide 
the cost of the meal, about $15 to $25 per person. 
     Coming soon will be two new options for help-
ing Leland. Have money but not much time? Soon 
colorful envelopes will appear in the church pews. 
Tuck in a donation to the Leland program and 
toss it into the offering plate. This will enable 
folks with time, but not much money, to volunteer 
their labor for the dinner, without worrying about 
the cost of the meal. If you'd like to take advan-
tage of the "time-but-not-money" option, see Pas-
tor Lillie. 

Leland Place, a halfway house for men recovering 
from addiction and, often, homelessness, is a pro-
gram of S.O.M.E., So Others Might Eat. 

Reverend Henley s Office Hours  

Tuesday and Thursday 10-4 

All other times by appointment 

301-655-3798 

Upcoming Events 

Saturday, August 4: 5:30 6:30 p.m. Vespers 

Monday, August 6: 7:00  p.m. Board Meeting 

Saturday, August 18: Leland Place Ministry, 3 
p.m. in the church kitchen 

Sunday, August 26: An Explorer s Class will 
meet after church services.  See Rev. Henley or 
Perry King for more information. 

S HARE YOUR FAVORITE HYMNS 

Have a favorite hymn? Share it with the Worship 
Committee as they plan a hymn sing service for 
Sunday, Sept. 30. If you want to get in on the 
planning, contact the office at 202-387-3411 or 
office@universalist.org, or just join in the plan-
ning meeting after worship on Sunday, Aug. 26.  

Continued on next column 

BIBLICAL SCHOLAR TOPS UUCF 
R EVIVAL PROGRAM NOV. 1-4  

This year s Unita r ian Universa list Chr ist ian Fel-
lowship Revival will feature Biblical scholar Rev. 
John Dominic Crossnan, presenting three lec-
tures on the world, mission, and message of the 
Apostle Paul. The newly renovated West Shore 
UU Church in suburban Cleveland will host this 
event Thursday, Nov. 1, through Sunday, Nov. 4. 
A group from UNMC is talking about driving up 
together ; please contact Sue Mosher if you re in-
terested in driving or sharing a ride. There is a 
discount on the full registration fee if you register 
before Oct. 1. Full details are available on the 
Revival web site at 
http://www.uuchristian.org/revival/. 

August 26: Bob Dylan sings, Got ta Serve Some-
body. As libera l Chr ist ians, we're comfor table 
with the notion of service, but are we comfortable 
with making it personal --- with serving 
"somebody" not just "something"?  David 
Skidmore preaching.   

http://www.uuchristian.org/revival/


  
August 5 

 
Chancel flowers are given in memory of 

his father David Skidmore by his son, David W. 
Skidmore. 

August 12  Chancel flowers are given in loving 
memory of Dorothy Boyd Chapman by the congrega-
tion of Universalist National Memorial Church.  

August 19 

 
Open 

August 26 

 

Chancel flowers are given in loving 
memory of Frances Marin Pepper by Vicki, Brian, 
Stephen, and Irina.  

Mary Templeton will be taking over scheduling the 
chancel flowers from Mary Simmons.  We appreciate 
the work that Mary Simmons did for many years 
and look forward to working with Mary Templeton.  
Please contact Mary Templeton about donating the 
chancel flowers.   

VESPERS - FIRST SATURDAY OF 

EACH MONTH 

On the first Saturday of each month at 5:30 PM, 
a Vespers service of Evening Prayer from the 
1894 Prayer Book will be held in the UNMC 
Chapel. A short  service of only 20 - 30 minutes, it 
is written in a  slightly formal mode but contains 
precious and uplifting prayers, responsive read-
ings, passages from the Old and New Testaments, 
and a pre-Vespers candle-lighting for personal 
intentions/requests. Sermon free, this time of 
praise is appropriate for those working on 
Sunday, or those who just enjoy dimly lit Gothic 
chapels like we have. The position of Prayer 
Leader is open for rotation. Participation and in-
put are strongly encouraged. Other services from 
the Red Hymnal may also be substituted from 
time to time.   Come worship some evening and 
be refreshed! Remember:  Before your night 
out...An evening in! 

S HARING OUR PLATE 

Each month we share 10% of our free-will plate 
collection with a non-profit organization that 
works in our neighborhood and gives to those in 
need.  For August, the recipient of Sharing Our 
Plate will be the Green Door organization. The 
Green Door Clubhouse is an employment assis-
tance center on 16th St NW. They help emotion-
ally and mentally challenged individuals who 
need a range of services. Individuals are as-
signed a case worker who helps them negotiate 
the complexities of the social service system.  

Chancel Flowers   
Mary Templeton, Coordinator  

        
P ARISH NOTES   

Dorothy Chapman died Sunday, July 15, 2007.  
She was a longtime active member of this church, 
but in recent years for health reasons had been 
unable to come.  She was moderator of the church 
when Dr Brooks was minister and served on the 
board for several terms.  Shortly after the Univer-
sa list s and the Unita r ians merged in the 60s, she 
served as president of the national Unitarian 
Universa list Women s Federa t ion .  She was a lso 
very active in support of the Clara Barton Camp 
for Diabetic Girls.  At UNMC, she was a longtime 
member of the Women s Associa t ion , one of the 
founders of Ecclesia , a young working women s 
group for those women new to DC during the war, 
and chair of the gift nook for many years. 

Mary J an e Ayre s m om passed away July 20.  
Mary Jane was our choir director and her hus-
band Darrell sang in our choir (gratis) for nearly 
15 years.  Margaret Alice Thompson Bowles was 
born in 1919, and was deeply involved as a com-
munity volunteer. For many years she was the 
"Florida Corner" specialist at her library, collect-
ing and evaluating books about Florida, or books 
by Florida authors.  She used to visit Steve Spur-
rier regularly, getting him to sign his book about 
University of Florida football for their fundrais-
ers. 

JPD WOMEN AND RELIGION 

 ANNUAL RETREAT  

October 12-14, 2007 
Friday dinner through Sunday lunch  

A WEEKEND TO CHANGE YOUR LIFE  

led by Barbara Vaughn and Heather Gehron-Rice 

During this weekend we will take the heritage 
from the women in our lives and look at where we 
are and where we want to go from here.  We will 
decide what needs to change and then design a 
road ahead to move our lives in the direction that 
expresses our essential selves.  The weekend is 
based on the book, A Weekend to Change Your 
Life by Joan Anderson.  There will be alone time, 
sharing time, and plenty of encouragement and 
support from other women.  Come and enjoy a 
weekend of relaxation with women of like mind as 
we learn and grow together.  St. Raphaela Cen-
ter, Haverford, PA.    For more information con-
tact Kay Woods at woods7777@aol.com or 717-
424-2830, or at www.jpdwr.org. 

http://www.jpdwr.org


  
The Universalist Anchor is published monthly for the members and 
friends of the Universalist National Memorial Church in Washing-
ton , DC. It is a lso on our website, a long with Rev. Henley s sermons, 
and announcements and activities.  

1810 Sixteenth Street, NW  Washington, DC  20009 
Visit: www.universalist.org  (202) 387-3411 

Rev. Lillie Henley, Minister, 301-655-3798, pastorlillie@universalist.org 

The Rev. Dr. William L. Fox, Minister Emeritus 

Board of Trustees:  Rob Bertram, David Burton, Elizabeth Crawford 
(Secretary), David Gatton (Moderator), Lisa Harris, Jeff Jacobs, 
Brian Pepper (Treasurer), Jennifer Sandberg, Al Templeton, Greg 
Wigle 

Mr. David Skidmore, Head Deacon 
Donna Simonton, Interim Music Director 
Mr. Kirk Denton, Organist  

Church Administration  email: office@universalist.org 
Marguerite Bogle (202) 387-3411  

Our Mission (adopted May 2002) 

We create a loving community  
for worship and service  

in the spirit of Jesus Christ. 

We welcome all and respect individual beliefs as we grow together 
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